Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 294 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.047; wR factor = 0.119; data-to-parameter ratio = 18.9.
The title compound, C 20 H 16 NO 3 P, was synthesized by the addition of diphenylphosphine chloride to a tetrahydrofuran solution of Et 3 N and 2-methyl-1,3-benzoxazol-4-ol at 233 K. In the molecule, the almost planar (r.m.s. deviation = 0.010 Å ) benzoxazole moiety is attached to the slightly distorted tetrahedral P atom [C-P-C-C torsion angle = 132.20 (18) ]. The crystal structure does not exhibit any significant intermolecular interactions.
Related literature
For reference structural data, see: Bruno et al. (2004) . For related benzoxazole structures, see: Dreher et al. (1982) ; Mrozek et al. (1999) ; Qu et al. (2008) .
Experimental
Crystal data (Barbour, 2001; Atwood & Barbour, 2003) ; software used to prepare material for publication: publCIF (Westrip, 2010) .
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Comment
In an attempt to synthesize phosphinite derivatives of benzoxazole ligands the title compound, 2-methyl-1,3-benzoxazol-4-yl diphenylphosphinate, was formed as the major product (Fig. 1 ).
All bond lengths are within normal values (Bruno et al., 2004) and compare well with related benzoxazole structures (Dreher et al., 1982; Mrozek et al., 1999; Qu et al., 2008) . In the molecular structure, the planar benzoxazole moiety is attached to the slightly distorted tetrahedral P12 atom [O25-P12-O11 115.37 (8) 
Experimental
To a flask containing 2-methyl-1,3-benzoxazol-4-ol (50 mg, 0.34 mmol), was added dry tetrahydrofuran (6 ml) and the mixture was cooled to 233 K (-40 °C). To this solution was added triethylamine (0.071 ml, 0.51 mmol) and the reaction mixture was left stirring for 15 min. Diphenylphosphine chloride (0.070 ml, 0.37 mmol) in dry tetrahydrofuran (1 ml) was added dropwise to the reaction solution and on completion of addition was left to stir for a further 10 min. at -40°C
. The reaction mixture was warmed to room temperature and left to stir overnight. The mixture was filtered through Celite and the solvent removed under vacuum to leave a whitish oil. Column chromatography (SiO 2 , eluting with 1:3 ethyl acetate/petroleum ether followed by 1:1 ethyl acetate/petroleum ether) furnished the title compound as a white solid (71 mg, 60% yield). X-ray quality crystals were formed by slow diffusion of petroleum ether into a dichloromethane solution of the title compound.
Refinement
Structure solution and refinement were performed using the SHELX97 suite of programs (Sheldrick, 2008) . All H atoms were placed in calculated positions, using a riding model (C-H [aromatic] = 0.93, C-H [methyl] = 0.96 Å), with fixed isotropic displacement parameters. Figures   Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the title compound with 50% probability ellipsoids.
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